
 

PARISH TEAM 
Fr Linh Pham  PP 

Mrs Daniella Sutera 
Parish Secretary 

Sr Nola Morrissy RSM 
Pastoral Care Coordinator 

 
PARISH OFFICE & PRESBYTERY 
34 Stevens Street, Queenscliff 3225 

Telephone: (03) 5258 1673 
Email: queenscliff@cam.org.au 

Website: https://holytrinityqueenscliff.org.au 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
Tuesday - Friday from 10:00am to 1:00pm  

(closed public holidays) 
 

WEEKEND MASS TIMES 
   Saturday Vigil:   5:00pm — BARWON HEADS 
   Sunday:  9:00am — OCEAN GROVE 
   Sunday :  11:00am — QUEENSCLIFF 

 

WEEKDAY MASS TIMES 
   Tuesday:   9:15am — Ocean Grove 
   Wednesday:   9:15am — Queenscliff 
   Thursday:   9:15am — Ocean Grove 
   Friday:   9:15am — Queenscliff 
   Please see:   Liturgy in our Parish This Week 
   for others events and activities 

 

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
is available prior to each weekend Mass, 

and before or after weekday Masses if needed. 
 

PARISH PRIMARY SCHOOLS 
St. Aloysius, Queenscliff 

Principal: Ms. Miriam Leahy, Tel: 5258 1736 
 

Our Lady Star of the Sea, Ocean Grove 
Principal: Ms. Kerryn Sells, Tel: 5255 4308 

 

We acknowledge the Wathaurong people as the traditional custodians of the land upon which our three churches stand 

HOLY TRINITY PARISH QUEENSCLIFF 
HOLY TRINITY PARISH INCORPORATING THE MASS CENTRES AND COMMUNITIES OF  

 

HOLY TRINITY CHURCH, 
QUEENSCLIFF 

A PLACE OF PILGRIMAGE 
FOR JUBILEE  
YEAR 2025 St Ambrose’s St Fidelis 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT, YEAR A 

 
HOLY FAMILY 

CHURCH 
101 Hitchcock Av        

Barwon Heads 

 
OUR LADY STAR OF 

THE SEA 
68 John Dory Drive            

Ocean Grove 

 

Sunday 7th September 2025 

Dear Friends, 
 
This Third Sunday of Advent, known as Gaudete Sunday, means 
“Rejoice” Sunday. We are called to rejoice, not because 
Christmas presents await, but because God invites us to open 
our hearts with hope as His saving presence draws near. In the 
first reading, the prophet Isaiah foretells a world renewed by 
God’s healing and joy, where the weary are strengthened, and 
all are led into everlasting gladness. 
 

A moment of joy in our community occurred last Sunday at Our 
Lady Star of the Sea, Ocean Grove, when over sixty parishioners 
attended an inspiring presentation by Rev. Dr. Max Vodola titled 
A Journey of Hope: Vatican II and the Path of Synodality. Fr Max 
began with the reminder that “History—the teacher of life” was 
a theme that framed his insightful exploration of the Church’s 
journey. 
 

He traced the tradition of synodality from the Council of Nicaea 
(325), which required episcopal gatherings for shared decision-
making, through the Council of Trent, which mandated annual 
diocesan synods. He highlighted a 20th century diocesan synod 
where Angelo Roncalli, later Pope John XXIII, served as 
secretary. Roncalli’s diplomatic experience shaped his vision for 
responding to new historical contexts, culminating in the 
announcement of the Second Vatican Council just one hundred 
days after becoming pope. 
 

Central to Fr Max’s talk was Lumen Gentium, which teaches that 
the Church is the People of God, emphasizes the vital role of the 
laity, and acknowledges that elements of holiness exist beyond 
its visible structures. Through Baptism and Confirmation, all 
members share in Christ’s mission as priest, prophet, and king. 
This renewed understanding of communio and collegiality, now 
expressed as synodality, reveals the Church as a visible sign and 
instrument of God’s unifying grace. 
 

Fr Max connected Vatican II with Pope Francis’ pastoral vision of 
a humble, merciful Church at the peripheries, dedicated to 
“healing wounds and warming hearts.” Rejecting clericalism and 
embracing simplicity, Pope Francis, like John XXIII, calls all 
Church leaders to compassionate, radical service. 
 

The session also reflected on Australia’s Fifth Plenary Council 
(2021–2022), a significant exercise in synodality marked by wide 
participation, renewed missionary energy, and fresh pastoral 
approaches. Looking ahead to the global Synod on Synodality 
and the Jubilee Year 2025, parishioners are encouraged to 
embrace their shared calling as “Pilgrims of Hope.” 
 

Fr Max’s presentation was both a history lesson and a call to 
recognise our role in the Church’s continuing renewal, inspiring 
us to help shape our parish’s pastoral strategy.  
 
Fr Linh 

Sunday 14th December 2025 

mailto:queenscliff@cam.org.au


THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 

First Reading  Isaiah 35:1-6, 10 

 
A reading from the prophet Isaiah 
 
Let the wilderness and the dry-lands exult, 
let the wasteland rejoice and bloom, 
let it bring forth flowers like the jonquil, 
let it rejoice and sing for joy. 
The glory of Lebanon is bestowed on it, 
the splendour of Carmel and Sharon; 
they shall see the glory of the Lord, 
the splendour of our God. 
Strengthen all weary hands, 
steady all trembling knees 
and say to all faint hearts, 
‘Courage! Do not be afraid. 
‘Look, your God is coming, 
vengeance is coming, 
the retribution of God; 
he is coming to save you.’ 
Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
the ears of the deaf unsealed, 
then the lame shall leap like a deer 
and the tongues of the dumb sing for joy, 
for those the Lord has ransomed shall return. 
They will come to Zion shouting for joy, 
everlasting joy on their faces; 
joy and gladness will go with them 
and sorrow and lament be ended. 

 
Responsorial Psalm Ps 145:6-10. R. see Is 35:4. 

 
(R.) Lord, come and save us. 
 
1. It is the Lord who keeps faith for ever,  

 who is just to those who are oppressed. 
 It is he who gives bread to the hungry, 
 the Lord, who sets prisoners free. (R.) 
 

2. It is the Lord who gives sight to the blind,  
 who raises up those who are bowed down, 
 the Lord, who protects the stranger 
 and upholds the widow and orphan. (R.) 
 

3. It is the Lord who loves the just  
 but thwarts the path of the wicked. 
 The Lord will reign for ever, 
 Zion’s God, from age to age. (R.) 

Second Reading  James 5:7-10 
 
A reading from the letter of St James 
 
Be patient, brothers, until the Lord’s coming. Think of a 
farmer: how patiently he waits for the precious fruit of 
the ground until it has had the autumn rains and the 
spring rains! You too have to be patient; do not lose 
heart, because the Lord’s coming will be soon. Do not 
make complaints against one another, brothers, so as 
not to be brought to judgement yourselves; the Judge is 
already to be seen waiting at the gates. For your 
example, brothers, in submitting with patience, take 
the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 

 
Gospel Acclamation  Isaiah 61:1 (Lk 4:18) 
 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; 
he sent me to bring Good News to the poor. 
Alleluia! 

 
Gospel    Matthew 11:2-11 
 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 
 
John in his prison had heard what Christ was doing and 
he sent his disciples to ask him, ‘Are you the one who is 
to come, or have we got to wait for someone else?’ 
Jesus answered, ‘Go back and tell John what you hear 
and see; the blind see again, and the lame walk, lepers 
are cleansed, and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised 
to life and the Good News is proclaimed to the poor; 
and happy is the man who does not lose faith in me.’ 
As the messengers were leaving, Jesus began to talk to 
the people about John: ‘What did you go out into the 
wilderness to see? A reed swaying in the breeze? No? 
Then what did you go out to see? A man wearing fine 
clothes? Oh no, those who wear fine clothes are to be 
found in palaces. Then what did you go out for? To see 
a prophet? Yes, I tell you, and much more than a 
prophet: he is the one of whom scripture says: Look, I 
am going to send my messenger before you; he will 
prepare your way before you. I tell you solemnly, of all 
the children born of women, a greater than John the 
Baptist has never been seen; yet the least in the 
kingdom of heaven is greater than he is.’ 

 
+    +    + 

 
JUBILEE AT HOLY TRINITY CHURCH 

During Jubilee Year Holy Trinity Church, Queenscliff, will 
be open for private/group prayer during the week: 
Tuesdays to Fridays and Sundays from 9am to 3pm. 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament will follow 9:15am 
Mass until 11:00am on Wednesdays and Fridays. 



Recently Deceased: Mick Perilli. 
 

Anniversaries 14th December to 20th December: 
Lisebie Hector, Frank Haber, Hilda Denneman, 
Johanna Koster, Kane Marshall and Maria Danzi. 
 

Please pray for those who are Sick: 
Sr Helen Barnes, Naomi Bianco, Frances Blaine, Denise 
Blake, Mary Blonk, Peter Bourke, Helen Carter, Sam 
Caruana, Sue Casey, Ian Downing, Robert Drummond 
& Patti Semler, Nell Fraigneux, Kay Freyne, Ross 
Gilham, Margaret Gladstone, Mary Gladwin, Martin & 
Mary Grundy, Justin Hanan, Stephen Hanan, Peter 
Harrington, Jeanette Hodgkinson, Gregory Holien, 
Robert & Lyne Horner, Melissa Keogh, Hilda Koerntjes, 
Margaret Leahy, Margaret Lomas, Michelle Mahoney, 
Belinda Monterosso, Caryn Murphy, Helen Pearce, 
Mavourneen Ray, Geraldine Richards, Betty Rushton, 
Salvatore & Santa Sutera, Kevin Teasdale, Richard 
Vaughan, Deanne Warren and Cathy Williams. 

OCEAN GROVE: Sunday 21st December at 9:00am: 
(C) Catherine Hayes  (L) Maureen Earls  (SM) Dan 
O’Meara, Fiorentina Romeo  (W) Diane Gent, 
Margaret Donovan. 
 

QUEENSCLIFF: Sunday 21st December at 11:00am: 
(C) Ann-Maree Furphy  (L) Roger Furphy  (SM) Ann-
Maree Furphy  (W) Trish Frizza. 
 

COUNTERS: Tuesday 16th December at 10:00am: 
Emanuel Baglieri and Carmen Buhagiar. 

Tuesday 16th December 
9:15am Mass at Our Lady Star of the Sea, Ocean Grove 

11:00am Mass with anointing at TLC Homestead, 
Wallington 

12:00pm St Aloysius End of Year & Graduation Mass at 
Holy Trinity, Queenscliff 

7:00pm Sacrament of Reconciliation (Second Rite) at 
Our Lady Star of the Sea, Ocean Grove 

 

Wednesday 17th December 
9:15am Mass at Holy Trinity, Queenscliff, followed by 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament (until 11:00am) 

 

Thursday 18th December 
9:15am Mass at Our Lady Star of the Sea, Ocean Grove 

 

Friday 19th December 
9:15am Mass at Holy Trinity, Queenscliff followed by 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament (until 11:00am) 

 

Saturday 20th December 
5:00pm Vigil Mass at Holy Family, Barwon Heads 

 

Sunday 21st December 
9:00am Mass at Our Lady Star of the Sea, Ocean Grove 

11:00am Mass at Holy Trinity, Queenscliff 

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM 2026 
Enrolments for the parish’s 2026 Sacramental Program are 
open; for children of the parish who attend local non-
Catholic schools. All information and enrolment form are 
found on the parish website: Sacramental Program for 
School-Aged Children (RCIC) – Holy Trinity Parish 
Queenscliff. Enrolments close 15th December 2025. 

 
 

COLUMBAN CALENDARS 2026 
Available at each church (foyer). Cost is $11.00 each. 
 
 

CHILDREN RECEIVING THE SACRAMENT OF 
BAPTISM THIS WEKEEND 

Together we pray for the children receiving the Sacrament 
of Baptism this weekend. Please keep the children and their 
families in your prayers.  
 
 

SUMMER HOLIDAYS FOR SCHOOLS 
We wish the principals, staff, students and families a happy 
and restful school holiday Summer break. 
 
 

CHRISTMAS GIVING TREES 
Trinity Aid for Refugees (TAR) invites those who can, to 
donate a supermarket voucher and place it in the box by 
the Christmas tree. These will be passed on to the Wesley 
Asylum Seeker Welcome Place and distributed to refugee 
families in Geelong, helping them to put food on their 
tables. 
 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE—CHILDREN’S MASS AT 
OCEAN GROVE AT 6:00PM 

Children are invited to come dressed as an angel or as a 
shepherd for this mass. We ask families to arrive by 
5:30pm. An announcement will be made at 5:50pm for the 
children to meet at the back of the church, to line up and 
process in with Fr Linh and ‘baby Jesus.‘ Each child will be 
given a battery operated candle to carry. After the singing 
of ‘Away in a Manger’, the children will rejoin their family at 
their seats, keeping the candle as a gift for your Christmas 
table. 
 
 

COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS EVENTS 
• Carols in the Park: Sunday 14th December at Ocean 

Grove Park. Carols begin at 7:00pm. Entry by cash 
donation for ‘Feed Me Bellarine’. Sausage sizzle and hot 
& cold drinks available. 

• 9 Lessons and Christmas Carols—Uniting Church, 
Queenscliff: Sunday 21st December at 7:00pm. 

• Christmas Carols—Uniting Church, Barwon Heads: 
Sunday 21st December at 6:30pm. 

PRAYERS OF INTENTION PARISH NEWS & EVENTS 

ROSTERS 

LITURGY IN OUR PARISH THIS WEEK 

https://holytrinityqueenscliff.org.au/sacraments/sacramental-program-1/
https://holytrinityqueenscliff.org.au/sacraments/sacramental-program-1/
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BAPTISMS & WEDDINGS 
Visit our website for all information: 

www.holytrinityqueenscliff.org.au/sacraments/ 
 
 

COLUMBARIUM 
Visit our website for all information: 

www.holytrinityqueenscliff.org.au/about-us/parish-
columbarium/ 

 
 

THE RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS 
(RCIA) 

The RCIA journey is an opportunity to learn about the 
Catholic faith, ask questions, and grow in relationship with 
God within a supportive parish community. If you or 
someone you know is searching for deeper meaning in 
life, or is interested in becoming Catholic, you are warmly 
encouraged contact the parish office via 5258 673 or 
queenscliff@cam.org.au. 

THE JUBILEE YEAR OF HOPE 2025 
Recently, more than 6,000 young Catholics from across 
Australia gathered in Melbourne for the national youth 
festival. For many, it became a profound encounter with 
faith and an opportunity to reflect on their role in today’s 
world. Archbishop Peter A. Comensoli described the 
gathering as “a true pilgrimage for our local Church,” 
noting that the Church in Australia “beat with a youthful 
heart” as young people encountered Christ in prayer and 
sacrament, in silence and music, and in the joy that comes 
from reconciliation. 
This spirit of renewal echoes the wider invitation of the 
Jubilee Year of Hope, proclaimed by the late Pope Francis. 
In a world marked by uncertainty and upheaval, the Jubilee 
calls all people to rediscover authentic hope. In his 
reflection Hope Does Not Disappoint, Pope Francis taught 
that hope is not an emotion, but a promise founded on the 
Resurrection. 
Following his passing in April 2024, shortly after opening 
the Holy Door in Rome, the Church continued its Jubilee 
journey. Despite its sorrow, the Church has moved forward 
under the leadership of Pope Leo XIV. The Jubilee 
celebrations have expanded, emphasising continuity, 
mission, and the universal reach of Christian hope. As Pope 
Leo XIV prepares to close the Holy Door in the coming 
weeks, the Church continues to affirm that the mission 
never comes to a close. 
This Jubilee Year of Hope has been a profound time of 
grace for our community. United with the universal Church 
in the celebration of the Holy Year, Holy Trinity Church in 
Queenscliff joyfully welcomes pilgrims through extended 
opening hours, opportunities for Reconciliation, and 
periods of Eucharistic exposition, providing abundant 
occasions for prayer and pilgrimage through 6 January 
2026. 

We hold the care, safety and wellbeing of children and all vulnerable people, as a central and fundamental  responsibility, of our parish. The Parish 
Statement of Commitment and the Reporting Process, are on display in all churches, and all Parish Policies are available, on the website: 

www.holytrinityqueenscliff.org.au  

Phone: 03 5221 7411  |  Email: bellarine@npts.com.au  

 
 
 
 

Anthony & Letitia Dowling with the friendly team  
you know and trust. 

 

2 Park Lane, Ocean Grove VIC 3226 
Phone: 5255 5655  - Email: info@oceaneyes.com.au  

Visit: www.oceaneyes.com.au 

CHARLIE’S MAINTENANCE CO 
General maintenance, handyman, gardening, and 

cleaning. Servicing the Bellarine and Geelong areas.  
Contact Charlie on 0413 609 170  

or email charlie.sutera76@gmail.com. 

BULLETIN NOTICES 
If a loved one has recently died or if you would like a 
deceased loved one prayed for as their anniversary is 
occurring, please contact the parish office on 5258 1673 
or queenscliff@cam.org.au by 1:00pm on Thursdays to 
have your loved one(s) remembered in the weekly 

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS PARISH EVENTS 

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK 

PARISH NEWS & EVENTS 

There are times when life surprises one, and 
anything may happen, 

even what one had hoped for. 
- Ellen Glasglow 

Second Rite of Reconciliation 
Tuesday, December 16 – 7:00pm 
Our Lady Star of the Sea, Ocean Grove 
 

Christmas Mass Times 
     Christmas Eve 
• 4:00pm – Barwon Heads 
• 6:00pm – Children’s Mass, Ocean Grove 
• 8:00pm – Queenscliff 
 

     Christmas Day 
• 9:00am – Ocean Grove 
• 11:00am – Queenscliff 

PARISH NEWS & EVENTS 
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